Reflection on Readings for Epiphany 2, 17th January 2021, by Revd Sue Strutt.
Have you ever been sitting, enjoying the sunshine, minding your own business, just getting on with life or having a snooze, when a friend says 'come and see what's happening over there'?  
With some reluctance you might saunter over, not expecting much, but what you see and hear changes your life.  I met my husband in a similar way, and my life changed not only by marrying him, but in that I came back to Jesus through my husband's involvement with Church.  My journey of renewed faith began and grew exponentially until, 20 years later, I was ordained.
Today's readings of Philip's and Nathanael's call by Jesus (John 1:43ff), and Samuel's call by God (1 Samuel 3:1ff) are a call to vision, a vision of our lives as they would be within the love of God, the real God, not the childish picture we might have in our imagination of an old man in the sky with myriads of puppet strings controlling our lives or, in modern terms, with a computer keyboard processing our data and, similarly, controlling our lives.  It might be news for some, artificial intelligence is not an alternative to God - it is still generated by human beings some of whom do try to control us.  The reading from Revelation 5 is a vision in itself, as are the psalms.
It puzzles me how people can say, 'I don't believe in God', yet do believe in angels or the power of crystals, or even believe in fairies; and we encourage children to believe in Father Christmas (I still do!).
The point about believing anything is that we should set out to find the facts before we declare it to be true or not.  The problem with God is that there is no physical proof (nor is there with Father Christmas), but a whole set of books have been written by people who have experienced God in their lives.  The Bible is one set, and there have been many others since, plus sermons preached, courses composed and studied, conversations, and people like Billy Graham proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ.  We also have members of the Jewish faith, and Islam, following the same God of Abraham.  Are these past and present generations of people all wrong?  If so, we are living a lie because our whole society is based on the values of God as, in this country at least, taught by Jesus Christ.  
As Christians we believe God sent Jesus to bridge the gulf between heaven and earth so we should see God in him and, following his teaching, in each other.  He taught love, forgiveness, compassion, patience, self-control, peace, and joy.  Are these all wrong? Don't we all crave love in our lives?  To experience the love of God is the greatest love of all which will carry us through all difficulties. 
How do we discover that love for ourselves?  To begin with we need to find out about Jesus, get to know him as we would with a new friend, 'come and see' as Philip invited Nathanael to do.  If you already have Jesus in your life, do you need to rediscover him, refresh your knowledge of him, remind yourself that you are loved as you are?  In this way you can renew your faith each and every day.
Jesus is real, his love for us is real.  Invite him into your life, get to know him intimately, and through him you will find the loving God Almighty who will hold you, even when you cannot see a way through the difficulties of life.  Believe me, it is my experience, and that of many others, even when 'come and see' is the last thing you want to do.
