Helen Jary’s reflection for BBC Radio Norfolk 
What a day it was, 75 years ago, when Victory in Europe was celebrated!  For those of you who were around at that time, May 8th, 1945, must be unforgettable.  A national holiday was declared …and the nation was ready to party!  Red, white and blue bunting was available, without needing ration coupons; flags were flown; street parties took place up and down the country; the Royal Family made multiple appearances on the Balcony; pubs and restaurants were full to overflowing; a commemorative mug was produced; and, in the evening, bonfires were lit and there was dancing.

For those of us who weren’t alive at the time, we’ll no doubt have seen the pictures, the newsreels and heard Churchill’s and King George VI’s addressed to the nation.  After years of wartime restrictions, the loss of loved ones, the rationing, the bombing and the blackouts – all of which left no one unaffected – everyone was eager to celebrate.

But, as we know, it wasn’t quite the end, Japan was yet to be defeated.  Churchill’s address on VE day concluded with the words, “We may allow ourselves a brief period of rejoicing, but let us not forget for a moment the toil and efforts that lie ahead.”
I’m sure, like me, you’re aware of some parallels between that time and this.  We are living through an international crisis; it is a different kind of war, but one that has also seen great acts of self-sacrifice.  We trust the worst is now behind us, but we recognise that the road ahead is long.

Today, as we commemorate the celebrations which took place 75 years ago, we are reminded of how the nation, at that time, came to the beginning of the end of war.  Everyone had pulled together, everyone had played their part, and the celebrations, therefore, belonged to all.  There had been prayer and there had been action; appropriate responses to a time of conflict which impacted, not only physically, but also emotionally and spiritually.

In war time, and in peace, we need each other …and we need God.  Despite the pain and devastation that Coronavirus has wreaked upon our nation, there has been something equally strong that has grown up alongside.  The Vicarage, where I live, is set back a little from the road but, on Thursday evenings, when I stand outside at 8pm, I may not be able to see others but I can hear them all around.  How wonderful it is to see such great community spirit, acts of service, neighbourliness, smiles, eye contact despite social distance, resilience, kindness and so much more.  There has also been a greater prayerfulness.  It has been widely reported that the numbers of people in these past weeks who have googled ‘prayer’, or have accessed online worship, has been much increased.

There will come a time when we can, once again, celebrate together, and we are all looking forward to that.  The best celebration, I feel, will be to carry forward the enhanced sense of ‘togetherness’ that has developed in these weeks of lockdown, and to continue to commit ourselves to that important combination of prayer and action.  That is to repeat the commitments that ushered in VE day, those 75 years ago.

And so, I close with prayer:

Father God, as we remember the time when Victory in Europe was achieved, we are thankful.  We thank you for the deliverance crisis that you make possible.  We thank you for the inspirational acts of service, of bravery and of self-sacrifice that lead to Victory in Europe, and for similar action which is making a difference today.  May we continue to be inspired.  May we move forward in hope, and in supporting to one another, especially the more vulnerable members of our society. 
In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
